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From Pastor . . . . 

“Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always.  I  will  say  it  again:  Rejoice!  Let  your  
gentleness be evident  to  all.  The  Lord  is  near.”  Philippians  4:4,5 

 
As I write this article, I am busy cleaning the house; we have company coming 
this weekend. It is amazing what we accumulate over time. And we still have boxes 
that need unpacking from our move three years ago. Our goal is to get a second car 
into the garage.  
 
Paul’s  life  was  “junky”  if  you  will:  traveling  the  world  by  foot;;  persecution;;  
riots; whippings; angry crowds screaming at him; jailed several times; 
shipwrecks; etc. Now he sits in a Roman prison. Did Paul complain about the 
food?  No.  Did  he  wish  he  wasn’t  there?  On  the  contrary.  He  saw  his  imprisonment  
as an opportunity to advance the gospel. Was he scared? Not with the Lord on his 
side.  In  fact,  Paul  was  joyful.  “Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always.  I  will  say  it  again:  
Rejoice!” 
 
Paul  gives  us  the  answer  when  he  says,  “The  Lord  is  near.” Knowing Christ is 
coming any moment should frighten us knowing he will judge the world and to hold 
us accountable for every little word and thought we harbored in life. 
 
But we are actually excited, even anxious for Jesus to return. When he comes 
back, we will not see a face angry over our sins. Instead, we will see nail wounds in 
his hands, a spear wound in his side, and a loving smile on his face. That is because 
this same Jesus, with his own life and blood, paid the terrible penalty which our sins 
demanded from God. Remember what he promised in John 14? He promised that he 
is in heaven preparing a place for us and he is coming back to take us there. 
 
That is fine when he comes. But what about now? Paul knew that his present 
sufferings couldn’t  take  away  the  glory  that  awaited  him.  But  he  also  saw  and  
trusted that  God  would  turn  the  “junk”  in  his  life  out  for  his  good.  He  saw  prison  as  
a means to advance the gospel. He saw God using everything to strengthen his faith 
and prepare him for the day Christ comes back. 
 
Wouldn’t  it  be  great  to  always  be  the  optimist? Remember the Lord is 
near, the same Jesus who died for you and re-established the relationship 
with  the  Lord  that  was  broken  with  your  sin.  We  can’t  wait  for  him  to  come  
to deliver us from this corrupt world. Until then, watch and see how the Lord 
turns junk into beauty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:Don.koch@stpaularlington.com
mailto:Eric.kaesermann@stpaularlington.com


2 

 

 

ZAMBIA MISSION  
This month and the next few months we will look at our African missions.  We begin with 
Zambia. The map gives us an idea as to where in Africa Zambia is located. 
 

 
 
The LCCA-Zambia continues to grow.  The seminary is well established, Zambian men are 
being trained to become future pastors to lead the next generation, and future educators are also 
being trained.  National leadership is strong and the members are excited about why they 
assemble and where they are headed as a church.  The church leaders and members actively 
reach out to neighboring communities and the number of baptisms increases each year. 
The LCCA has two training centers: The Bible Institute in Malawi and the Lutheran 
Seminary in Zambia.  These two theological schools are run by both the LCCA-Zambia and 
the LCCA-Malawi under the Joint Worker Training Board.  Candidates are identified from the 
congregations.  They are then sent to the Lutheran Bible Institute in Malawi for three years.  
From there students are sent to the Lutheran Seminary for another three years of study.  Finally 
graduating students are posted for one year to serve as vicars.  After this practical year, students 
are ordained as pastors. 
The LCCA has achieved a great level of maturity as a synod, allowing WELS to approach 
our mission work in Zambia as partners-not owners.  As time has gone on, the LCCA has 
taken on more and more of the financial burden of paying the called workers. WELS is 
incredibly thankful to the LCCA as we partner in outreach to other countries in central and 
eastern Africa such as Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe. 
 

This mission began as the Rhodesian 
Lutheran Church. Our synod in convention 
in 1945 agreed to send two pastors on an 
exploratory journey to investigate 
possibilities. Eight years later in 1953 
services began in Lusaka. By 1957, four 
years later, the church had 18 preaching 
stations, 1 organized congregation, and an 
average weekly attendance at services of 
more  than  1,000  people.  The  church’s  name  
was changed to Lutheran Church of Central 
Africa. 
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 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  Arlington,  MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

KAESERMANNS HOLDING CALLS: Please keep 
Mr. and Mrs. Kaesermann in your prayers as they 
deliberate a call to serve in Medford, WI or continue 
to serve in Arlington. 
 
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY: We have been 
having many exciting conversations with new families 
since open house about our school.  It is a result of 
people like you talking about our school!  It is called  
WOMP!(Word Of Mouth Publicity) All summer long 
you can share our school and with those you talk to.  
We like to think everyday is an open house at our 
school so tell others to contact us anytime with 
questions! 
 
AMERICA’S  FARMERS  GROW  
COMMUNITIES GRANT:  School was awarded a 
grant  from  America’s  Farmers Grow Communities!  
This grant was awarded to Nelva Lilienthal.  She 
designated  St.  Paul’s  as  the  recipient  of  $2,500.    The  
mission of this grant is to support the programs that 
educate our future generations in Arlington. These 
monies will be going towards developing our 
curriculum THANK YOU! 
 
VOLUNTEER MOVERS: June 13th our floors will 
be getting cleaned and waxed.  We need help moving 
furniture around in classrooms that night starting at 
6:00.    Don’t  hesitate  to  stop  in.    There is something to 
move for everyone! 
 
WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK: Keep up-to-date 
with all school events and happenings online.    
www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like 
us on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 
UPCOMING EVENTS:           
May 31-June1st   3-8th graders SPORTS TEAM     
                          LOCK-IN  6:00 PM– 7:00 AM                         
10-13   Vacation Bible School  9:00-11:30                                                                                       
13   Furniture moving 6:00 @ school 
July                                
 17   CES organizational meeting  6:30             
23   School Registration Packets sent out                                    
August                                 
12 School Registration Day 9:00-7:00       
 

CONGRATULATIONS to our                                                                           
8th graders and Kindergarten classes of 2019! 

 
Psalm 126:3 The LORD has done great things for 

us, we are filled with joy. 
. 
 

 
 
 

June 2019 
THE END OF THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR:  Psalm 126:3 was 
the theme for the school year.  We take a deep breath and 
reflect on the year and look at the greatness of our God.  
Look up that verse when you get home today and reflect on 
the greatness God has shown to you.  Looking at our 
students, God is great and shows it in the talents of the 
children  at  St.  Paul’s.    We  pray  they  show  God’s  greatness  
in their lives. Thank you to everyone who was involved with 
any gifts, programs, or volunteered their time at school this 
year.  God bless your summer. 
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these items.  
Labels can be dropped off at school or use a collection 
container in the back of church.  Aluminum cans to the 
trailer in alley by school.                   
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                            
2. Our Family UPC labels             
3. Box Tops for Education                  
4. Aluminum Cans                        
5. Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points                    
6. Country Hearth UPCs                        
 
ACCREDITATION RENEWAL: Next year will mark the fifth 
year we have been an accredited education institution.  It 
also means we are going to be hosting a site visit in the fall 
of 2020.  As a congregation we need to revise our school 
onsite report and standards.  If you think you can be a part 
of this process or have questions contact Principal 
Kaesermann.   Work in these groups can usually be done in 
two meetings.  We had 60 people help last time and would 
like to involve even more over the next year.   Thank you 
for your support. 
 
SUMMER PROJECTS:  We are in the planning stages for 
updates at school.  Look for volunteer opportunities all 
summer long.  We plan to add air conditioning, mount new 
outside basketball hoops, paint the office, and wax the 
floors.  We are looking into outside security cameras as 
well. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
On Saturday, May 11th, the youth group 
volunteered at Feed My Starving Children. 
The food we packed went to feed 
children/families in Tanzania. We had 16 
volunteers, 6 adults and 10 kids/students.  This 
was followed by lunch and social time at Lake 
Susan Park in Chanhassen. 
. 
On June 6th, youth group will assist at the 
Jesus Cares Ministries picnic at Four Seasons 
Park in Arlington. 
 
 Although  there  aren’t any formal plans for the 
summer, we hope to have a few impromptu 
events schedules/weather permitting. 

 

 
 

MEAL CHAIN 
Just a reminder:  The meal chain to help out 
Nick, Taylor & Bennett Rauch along with 
Keith & Kathy Eggersgluess is still going on.  
It will be going through June (as the family has 
requested) so if you want to get a date reserved 
to bring them a meal, please sign up soon 
before all of the spots are gone.  The sign-up 
sheet and the info sheets are in the narthex.  
Look for the butterflies! 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who have 
already contributed!  The family appreciates 

it!. 
 
 
 

 
      

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
Senior Ministry will meet on Monday, June  
17, at 1:30pm. We start with a short Bible 
study followed by conversation, games, 
snacks and fun. If you would like any one of 
those, please join us. You are never too 
young and never too old.  You will be glad 
you did! 

 

JESUS CARES 
Since the beginning of this year, our 
congregation has joined together with St. 
John's (Town Helen) church to continue 
offering the Jesus Cares program to people in 
the area that have developmental disabilities 
and want to learn more about our Savior.  We 
will be having a picnic on Thursday, June 6, at 
the Four Seasons Park Shelter, 5-8 p.m.  You 
are welcome to join us.  If you plan to attend, 
please call or contact Karen Archer (507-380-
7675) so that we can plan accordingly.  This is 
another great opportunity for our church to 
reach out right here in our local area with the 
Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, for each one of us. 

CHRIS DREISBACH 
Chris Dreisbach, a WELS singer and 
songwriter will be back with us here at St. 
Paul’s  on  June 30. He has written and sings 
original Christian songs in a variety of styles.  
He has performed here before at least twice 
and we are fortunate to have him return. 
Watch the upcoming bulletins for more details 
on that weekend. 
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    BIBLE STUDIES 

SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE  During 
the month of June Pastor will be finishing the topic 
of  “Christians  in  Conflict.”    It  is  a  Bible  study  about  
peacemaking. During the summer Bible class will 
begin around 10:15am as our worship service is at 
9:00am. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  We are finishing 
the series “The  House  of  the  Lord.”    The final lesson 
is  centered  on  God’s  Palace  which  is  heaven.  Join  us  
at 2:00pm on Wednesday, June 5, as we explore this 
topic.  We will then take a break for the rest of June 
and the first week of July.  We will pick it up the 
second Wednesday of July. Our topic will focus on 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d a y s  o f  C r e a t i o n . 
 
June 5 – The  Lord’s  Palace  (heaven) 
June 12, 19, 26  -  No Class 
  

 

FORWARD IN CHRIST – JUNE 
 

The newest issue – JUNE- of Forward in Christ is 
HERE! Please pick up your copy in the back of 
church.  Pentecost is celebrated in June.  This is 
fifty days after the resurrection and commemorates 
the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples 
including us. Many of the stories/articles this 
month reflects that theme. Here are some 
examples: 
 
* “The  Harvest  Is  On” (p.10-11)  This article 
describes some of the historical background of 
Pentecost and how the festival of Pentecost is still 
going strong.  
 

 (Continued in next column) 
 

*  “Christian  Roots”  (p.30-31) Interesting story 
about a couple celebrating their Golden wedding 
anniversary with a trip to Ireland visiting his 
grandparent’s  homeland.   
 
*  “On  Grief  and  Grieving:  A  Christian  
Perspective”  (p.32)  A  pastor’s  first-hand experience 
with grieving as he grieves  his  wife’s  passing.    A  
short piece reminding us that during our grief our 
heavenly  Father’s  lifeline  is  there  for  us  too. 
 
* “Welcome  Home” (p.28-29) A man finds a sense 
of belonging after returning to a WELS church. This 
is the first article in a three-part series on welcoming 
members back to church. 
 
*  “Congregational  Services  Launches  Welcome  
Home” (p.24) This describes a new synod initiative 
about encouraging congregations in reminding all 
members especially those who may be drifting away 
that church is their home and where they can find 
Christian  love  and  hear  about  God’s  grace.   
 
*  “Quiz  the  Intimidator” (p.26-27) Here is another 
way in which we can share our faith with others. It 
explains how we can use questions to get others to 
think about their faith or lack of faith.  A must read. 
 
*  “Light  for  Our  Path”  (p.9) This month the 
question-answer column answers the questions, 
“What  is  karma?”  and  “How  is  it  different  from  
‘reaping  what  you  sow’?” 
 
*  heart  to  heart  parent  conversations”(16-17) 
Suggestions  for  parents  on  “How  can  we  prepare  
children  for  summer  camp?” 
 
*  “The  Shiny  Penny” (Back Page) They saved the 
best until last. What does a three-year-old and a 
shiny penny have to do with us?  Read this short 
article to find out. 
 

Pick up this recent issue of Forward in Christ in 
the back of church. Enjoy the articles and Bible 

studies and be ready to have your faith 
strengthened!! 
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I try to spread the Word as much as I can, but in 
today’s  society  they  do  not  want  to  believe.    They  
choose to think they can get to paradise without 
belief in the Lord. 
Though I have to suffer everyday for Jesus it is all 
worth it.  He sacrificed his life so I and every other 
believer can have a place to stay in heaven.  That 
gives me inspiration and motivation to suffer all for 
him as well. 
I am willing to suffer all even death for Jesus. 
Are you willing to do the same? 

CONFIRMATION ESSAY 
Over  the  next  few  months  we  will  “publish”  the  
eighth graders essays.  The essays were written by 
the confirmands themselves in lieu of an 
examination.  The reason for publishing is that you 
may not have been in church to hear the essays or, 
if  you  were,  it’s  an  opportunity  to  take  a  closer  
look at them.  Either way, please enjoy them and 
have your faith strengthen. The first essay is from 
Jaidynn Dietel, daughter of Kari Dietel. 
 
“Why  Am  I  Willing  to  Suffer  All,  Even  Death,  for  

Jesus” 
Jesus suffered through death on the cross for me 
and everyone else.  Before Jesus died on the cross, 
all people were not saved from their sins.  But he 
made a promise to all people that he will suffer al 
to save us from sin, death, and the devil.  God kept 
that promise by sending Jesus to die on the cross 
for us.  Not only are we saved from our sins, we 
are promised a place in heaven with Jesus. 
I am living on this earth to praise, worship and 
spread  God’s  Word.    As  it  is  written  in  2  
Corinthians  5”15,  “He  died  for  all,  that  those,  who  
live should no longer live for themselves but for 
him  who  died  for  them  and  was  raised  again.”  
When I spread the Word to unbelievers, not 
everyone will agree with me.  Many people do not 
believe there is a god or that Jesus actually came 
and died on the cross.  People that do not believe or 
agree with me will make life harder for me to 
praise and serve the Lord.  They may not want to 
go to church or serve the Lord with me or other 
believers.  I will pray to God and he will not only 
help me get the courage to spread the Word to 
more people but he will send the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen their faith and lead them to being 
believers. 
I cause myself to suffer everyday to praise and 
worship the Lord.  Each and every day I have to 
fight off my sinful nature.  I always go to God in 
my times of trouble.  Everyday I repent and ask 
God for forgiveness and help fight off my sinful 
nature.  Even though that sinful nature is with me 
everyday I still believe.  I pray to God to keep my 
faith strong and to help it grow stronger.   
(Continued in next column) 

COLLEGE STUDENT FUND 
 The College Student Fund Committee has 
awarded William Rauh $1000 for tuition at 
Martin Luther College for the 2019-20 school 
year.  This money will go towards his fall 
semester tuition. The amazing thing is that the 
college will then match this $1000 for his spring 
semester tuition.  So our gift to William goes 
twice as far.  Please keep William in your 
prayers as he studies for full time service for the 
teaching ministry and the College Student Fund 
in your offerings. 

2019 GRADUATES 
We congratulate the graduates from our Lutheran 
grade school and from high school.  We wish them 
the  Lord’s  richest  blessings  as  they  move  on  to  a  
new stage in life.  They are: 
 

Class of 2019 High School Graduates  
Korri Brockoff (SE)Daughter of Stacy & Felicia Brockoff 
Kiley Quast(SE) Daughter of Jason Quast & Lynda Quast 
Robert Rauh (MVL)Son of Rev. Matthew & Janice Rauh 
Carter Kistner(SE)Son of Jacob Kistner & Amber Kistner 
Brooke Willmsen(SE) Daughter of David & Vanessa 
Willmsen 
 

Class of 2019 St. Paul Lutheran School 
Graduates 

Jaidynn Dietel - Daughter of Kari Dietel 
Mya Kube - Daughter of Wayne and Krista Kube 
Jenna Wendland - Daughter of Jeff and Lee Wendland 
Kirsten Ziegler - Daughter of Steve and Becky Ziegler 
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MISSION SOCIETY MINUTES – MAY 
 

 
The May 19th meeting was called to order by President Barb Bening with seven members present. The 
secretary’s  minutes  were  read  and  approved.  The  Treasurer’s  report  was  approved  subject  to  audit.  
Correspondence was read. 
 
Old Business: 
* Mary Piotter will plant the flower pots as soon as weather permits 
* A watering schedule was passed around. Absent members will be contacted. 
* The watering schedule will be placed in the narthex for sign up 
* Rauch family meals are scheduled through May 
* 120 people were served at the Voight funeral 
*  No  decision  was  made  on  the  Grandmother’s  Fan  quilt 
 
New Business: 
*Quilts will be distributed to the five high school graduates on June 2 
*Lee or Lorraine will take pictures of the graduates with their quilts 
*Mite Box contributions were collected 
*Joan Pinske made two flannel quilts from donated squares 
*No decision was made on purpose of the flannel quilts 
*Diaper drive and coat drive will be held in fall 
*Mary Piotter will look into reserving a Thursday  shift  at  Porky’s  for  us 
*Nine people attended the LWMS rally in Jordan 
*Meeting  adjourned  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  Next  meeting  is  Sep  15,  2019. 
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                    I  Need  More… 

         REST 
 

People put in many hours of work each week. Weeknight evenings are filled with 
activities for children and meetings of all sorts. When the weekend rolls around, there are many 
activities that we want to participate in. There are sports for children, recreation for families, 
and leisurely interests for individuals. Hours on Saturday are taken up by home improvement 
projects or needed maintenance. By the end of it all we are tired. 

 
Finally, it is Sunday morning, a day of rest, and I get to sleep in. It is the one morning 

that  if  I  don’t  get  out  of  bed,  my  work  will  not  call,  and  my  children  will  not  bother  me.  Nothing  
much happens on Sunday morning, so it is a good time to relax. I get so tired during the week. I 
need more rest and Sunday seems to be the perfect day to get it. If I sleep in on Sunday 
morning, I may be well rested physically but spiritually I am exhausted. 

 
On  the  front  wall  of  the  church  where  I  grew  up  is  this  Bible  passage.  “Come  to  me  

all you who are weary and burdened and I will give  you  rest”  (Matthew  11:28). Those are 
Jesus’  words.  It  is  his  invitation  to  provide  rest,  not  for  our  bodies  but  for  our  souls.  There  were  
plenty of times I walked into that church physically tired, but I always received rest for my soul. 

 
I heard a message  about  my  sin  and  Jesus’  forgiveness. I was reminded every time that 

I had real rest in Jesus. I had the rest of a clear conscience because Jesus took my sin away with 
his death and resurrection. I had the rest of knowing that when I die, I will rest eternally with 
Jesus. I had the rest of knowing that the same Savior who loved me enough to die for me is 
ruling all things in this world for me, and for the benefit of all his people. 

 
Such a busy life! It makes you wish you could have more rest. You do! In Jesus you 

have the rest you truly need. The church may not have that Bible passage printed on the wall, 
but through the Word of God you hear, you will receive rest for your soul in Jesus. Next Sunday 
morning, come and get some rest with us at church. It is good for your soul. 

 


