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From Pastor . . . . 

SERMONS THAT NEVER GET IN 

 

“… some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it 

up.” (Mark 4:4) 
 

My mind is still thinking about the readings from yesterday, July 26th, in particular 

the Parable of the Sower. If you will, I like to spend the next four articles describing the 

different soils and the different ways we receive God’s Word. 

 

Sowing his seed, the farmer is generous. He was in Jesus’ day. He didn’t have fine 

machines to precisely plant each seed. He literally had to cast it about. Some seed fell on the 

footpath. This seed never had a chance to sprout or grow because the seed remained 

“outside” the soil. That ground had been so hardened by the constant travel of feet that the 

seed could never penetrate the surface. It sat there exposed until the birds came and ate it all 

up. 

 

Remember, the “seed” in this parable is the Word of God, not faith, and this parable 

describes how people receive that Word. Some, sadly, are like the path. The most 

obvious examples would be those who never come to church or crack open a Bible or listen 

to any form of God’s Word anywhere. The Word never penetrates the surface of the heart let 

alone the ears. What happens? The Word can’t do anything. It just sits there outside of him, 

and one day the devil will come and take it away altogether. Pray for them. 

 

But would you believe that people in church can receive the Word this way? They 

could. They could come to church (or flip it on at home during these COVID times), but 

don’t really listen. They could be focused on something else so that they don’t listen. Or 

they could become “sermon hardened.” That is, they take the gospel message of God’s Word 

for granted and conclude that they heard it before so that they don’t pay any attention to it. It 

could be those who respond to how the sermon is preached and not to what was preached. 

“That was a great sermon, pastor.” “Thanks, what was the sermon about?” (Crickets) Even 

in church God’s Word could fall outside of us or outside our hearts. I know. I have done it, 

too, even while preaching! 

 

So this parable is about me and not them. Listen to this parable. Ask God the Holy 

Spirit to help you prepare the soil for the seed of God’s Word. It takes effort to tune out all 

distractions and thoughts. It takes humility to realize that all the law condemns your sins, not 

theirs. It takes effort to listen. It takes time to keep thinking about it. It takes joy as you 

realize, “This gospel is about how God loves ME and forgives MY sins.” If it helps, imagine 

you are watching your favorite movie for the tenth time. Each time you watch you start 

mouthing the words when spoken in the movie and pick up another detail or two you didn’t 

notice. 
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Mission History in Dominican Republic - Highlights 

1992: A WELS Missionary and layman from Puerto Rico visit. A survey of the country is done and 

prospects are visited. 

1993: First missionary family arrives in Santiago to begin exploratory work.  Bible Classes begin in 4 

areas of Santiago with large attendances. First worship service is held in a boxing ring. 

1995: Second missionary family arrives. 

1999: Third missionary family arrives in Santo Domingo.  

2000: Fourth missionary family arrives in Santo Domingo. Training of 2 national leaders begins in San 

Pedro de Macoris..  

2002: Missionaries create the “DEW cycle” ministry plan, with an emphasis on training national 

leaders in Doctrine, Evangelism, and Worship. 

2003: A new Missionary family arrives on field.  Exploratory work in Higuey, DR, begins.  

Congregation forms in Marmelade, Haiti. 

2005: First permanent church building finished and dedicated in San Pedro de Macorís.    

2006:  Six men study in the seminary as full time students; five more study part time.   

2007: Rona Abraham graduates from the DR seminary, July 22.  He is the seminary’s first graduate.    

 

Dominican Republic 

In the Dominican Republic, at the present time, two congregations are served by nationals in the areas 

of Moca and Santiago. A Haitian pastor is working in Cap Haitien, and Leogane Haiti. He is making 

evangelism calls, conducting Bible classes, and holding worship services.  

 

Mission statistics 

Nationals baptized: 86 

Mission layworkers: 3 

Seminary students: 3 

National pastors: 3 

Congregations: 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELS MISSIONS 

In Latin America 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
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 “Preparing Children Now and For 

Eternity” 

NEW STUDENTS/TRANSFERS: If you are thinking 

about joining St. Paul’s for this school year, do it soon.  

Contact us by August 7th! We cannot stress enough we 

need your commitments sooner rather than later.  Our staff 

needs weeks to prepare our classrooms and we have limited 

space. Please contact the school before this date to reserve 

your seat. (This registration now includes a deposit on 

tuition for books and supplies.) 

 

WEBSITE and FACEBOOK: Keep up-to-date with all 

school events and happenings online.    

www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like us on 

our Facebook page www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 

 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT 

TO CHANGE: WHEN SCHOOL RESUMES SO WILL 

OUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS                                                                 
 

CALENDAR 

August                                 
17 School Enrollment/Registration Day and home visit 

9:00-7:00  We are asking parents to register and meet with 

their child’s teacher this day.  We will schedule 

appointments for each family. 

 

September  

1  First Day of School– Meet @ school that morning, 

Opening devotion in gym… sorry, no guests besides our 

student body.                 

4-7 NO SCHOOL                    

10 School Picnic/CES meeting  

             (Home School Program Starts)                                                                 

13 2nd grade receives Bibles             

Soccer and Volleyball Seasons are TBD 

 

 
 

 

“For I  know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.” 

                                       Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 

 

August 2020    
                                                                                                                     

THIS IS NOT AN ORDINARY AUGUST: “If this 

were a typical summer…”  That is what our staff 

continues to say each day as we are trying to prepare 

for our school year.   What we do know is that our 

school has a tentative preparedness plan ready for us to 

open face-to-face on September 1.  Our school day is 

going to look different in our routine and we have 

strict safety measures to follow.  We continue to plan 

and plan so that we can educate our children spiritually 

and academically while keeping safety a priority.  The 

unfortunate result of this epidemic is that to open we 

need to maintain a safe distance.  We are capping our 

classrooms at 15 students for each teacher.  This is 

leading to a difficult aspect of this COVID year. We 

possibility may need to turn away prospective students 

and families from the school.  Please pray that God 

blesses our plans this summer and into our new school 

year. 

 

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these 

items.  Labels can be dropped off at school or use the 

collection container in the back of the church.  

Aluminum cans should be taken to the trailer in the 

alley by the school.                   

1. Thrivent Choice dollars                            

2. Our Family UPC labels              

3. Scan Receipts Box Tops for Education                             

4. Aluminum Cans                        

5. Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points                    

6. Country Hearth UPCs             

 

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS FOR PARENTS 

THIS FALL?  Those registered and returning to 

school this fall should have received their back to 

school letter.   A supply list is included that is tailored 

for our safe reopening this fall.   Staff will meet with 

these families the week of August 17th to share 

updates and how a school day will work. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE CLASS 

 

POLITICS IS DRIVING 

ME CRAZY 
This is the topic of Sunday AM Bible 

class that will continue during the month 

of August.  Join pastor in the basement at 

10:15am every Sunday morning for this 

very timely discussion. It will also be on 

Zoom. 

This study will help us to understand and 

appreciate the separation of church and 

state and how we as Christians can best 

serve our fellow people. 
 

 

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible class is at 2:00pm in 

the church auditorium. Our topic is Christian 

Citizenship in Church and State. This Bible study 

examines the Christian's responsibility toward the 

government and the challenges and opportunities 

that we face.  We meet with six feet for social 

distancing and wear masks. Everyone is invited to 

join us.  Each topic is a single topic. Topics for the 

month are: 

 

August 5     The Christian’s Responsibility 

                    to Civil Government  

August 12   What to Do if the Government 

                    Demands Disobedience to God 

August 19   The Business of the Church Is     

                    Not The Civil Government’s 

                    Business 

August 26   The Business of Civil  

                    Government is Not the Church’s 

                    Business 
  

 

DIAPER & COAT DRIVE 

The ladies of the Mission Society will be 

sponsoring the annual diaper drive during 

the month of September and the coat drive 

during the month of October.  Both 

projects support New Day Pregnancy 

Counseling Center, an arm of Christian 

Life Ministries.  Your generosity enables 

the New Day staff to share the Gospel 

message with young families facing 

difficult times. 

 

 

   

I GOT NOTHING TO DO 

Have you, parents, been hearing this from 

your child? There is a website for children 

that has to do with science (think school) 

and also with God’s Word.  The website 

is answersingenesis.org/kids.  It has a lot 

of neat and interesting activities for kids.  

The drawback it is screen oriented, but it 

is Bible-based. It might be worth a look. 

STAY CONNECTED TO JESUS 

 

Services are now Sunday morning at 9:00am 

and Monday evenings at 7:00pm. Yes, we 

need to wear masks, sanitize, and social 

distance, BUT we are able to worship our 

Lord in church. 

There is also Lutheran Chapel Service on 

KNUJ (860 AM) at 7:45am on Sundays.  

Time of Grace is shown on KARE 11 at 

10:30am on Sunday mornings. 

Reading the Bible, Meditations, Portals of 

Prayer, and/or Forward in Christ are all 

good ways to stay connected to Jesus. 

Your offerings are appreciated by giving 

through church envelopes, sent to church, or 

online giving.  
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FORWARD IN CHRIST –AUGUST  
The August edition of Forward in Christ is here and 

ready for you to pick up and read. It bills itself as A 

Lutheran Voice. It does so in such a wonderful way.  

It definitely is worth your time and effort. Pick up 

your copy as you come to church or in the entry way 

by the offices or read it online – go to 

forwardinchrist.net. 

 

One of the highlights of this issue is celebrating 100 

years of WELS Campus Ministry. That means our 

synod has been on various college campuses 

throughout our country. Our synod has either been 

visible on the campuses like Mankato State or the 

University of Minnesota or pastors have reached out 

to the college WELS students. (Side note - many 

years ago one of our church members MARRIED 

the WELS college chaplain at the U of M. If you 

know, send an email to ddkoch@hotmail.com. The 

first one with the correct answer gets a prize!!The 

student will be revealed in the next issue.) 

Again this issue is jam-packed with many articles.  

Here are some of those highlights: 

* “This Is WELS” (p.4) Pictures of WELS Campus 

Ministry past & present. 

 

* “Celebrating 100 Years – WELS Campus 

Ministry”(p.10-11) Here we have a description of 

this unique ministry within our synod and what it 

means and has meant to those involved in our 

campus ministries. 

 

* “Clarity in Life from Closeness to Death”(p.5) 

This opening devotion reminds us of what truly 

matters in life.  

 

* “Confessions of Faith”(p.7-9) This is a story 

about an ROTC captain sharing and leading other 

members of an ROTC group in a Bible study. What 

an encouraging article! 

 

* “One Ordinary Life” (p.12-13) ‘Christians often 

live quiet, humble lives, but their lives matter.’ How 

true it is! This story is about a Minnesotan life 

which may have been ordinary but oh, so important. 

We hear about a 104 year old woman who survived 

COVID-19. This is the must read from this issue!! 

(Continued in next column) 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from previous column.) 

* “Q & A with David Scharf” (P.14-15) This 

month Pastor Scharf answers the question, “Does 

it really matter how God made the world?” This is 

followed by a Bible study of “God Made the 

World.” 

 

* “Parent Conversations” (p.16-17) Two 

experts help parents with the question “How 

Should Families Prepare to Go Back to School?” 

This is especially pertinent this year. 

 

* “My Christian Life” (p.18-20) This monthly 

article is becoming a favorite. This story relates 

the story of a younger couple whose passion for 

serving led them to the front lines of the present 

pandemic. Read this inspiring example of 

Christian lives and service. 

 

* “Please Explain/The Visible Church” (p.26-

29) This is a pair of articles relating to the same 

topic. It answers the question, “How can I be a 

Christian when there are so many hypocrites in 

the church?” It helps us to examine ourselves – do 

we believe in our church (St. Paul’s) or do we 

believe in Jesus? This is an extremely critical 

question for our future life. 

 

These are some of the articles, devotions, and 

Bible studies in this month’s issue of FIC. Again 

they are short – most do not take more than five 

or ten minutes to read.  What an easy and 

wonderful way to strengthen and encourage our 

faith. Pick up your copy (or online) and enjoy!! 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:ddkoch@hotmail.com
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CAN GOD TAKE MY GUILT AWAY? 
This year in our monthly articles we are considering favorite verses from the Bible. 

This month’s favorite Bible verse is:  2 Corinthians 5:21 

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 
“I wish I could take it all away,” Mom whispered to her suffering five-year-old son. He had the flu 

for a couple of days now, and Mom’s heart was broken. As he lay in his bed suffering from the chills 

and a fever, there wasn’t much Mom could do except give him some children’s flu medicine and just be 

there for him. Mom felt helpless and wished she could take it all away from him. She even wished she 

could have the flu instead of her son. 

 

When children are sick, the love of Mom and Dad really starts to shine through. In a heartbeat, 

parents go to extra lengths to make sure their kids are feeling as comfortable as possible. If you’re a 

parent, you’ve been there. You make sure their pillow is extra fluffy. You bring their favorite juice box. 

You provide their favorite movie to watch. And any time you hear them call, you quickly respond with, 

“What can I do for you?” The love of Mom and Dad goes so far that if they could take the sickness 

away, even become sick instead of their child, they would. But they can’t, and it hurts. 

 

Has there ever been a time when you wished you could take it all away? Not just a sickness of a 

child, but something you did that you really regret? Maybe it was something you did to end a close 

relationship with a friend. Maybe you said something to a family member that you wish you could take 

back. Maybe it was something that only you know about, but it haunts you each day. 

 

It’s at moments like these that God’s love really starts to shine through. He knows your sin, your 

guilt, your regrets. But he doesn’t just wish he could take them away. He did take them away. He 

forgave them all! He took your sin and guilt away when he put them on his only Son, Jesus. He loves 

you so much that he had Jesus die for your sin so that you wouldn’t have to. God forgave your guilt and 

now considers you right with him because of what Jesus did for you. 

 

Wish your guilt and regrets could be taken away? They were. In their place, he gives you 

forgiveness and eternal life. Now that’s a love that shines through! 

 


